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things more to ſay about thoſe 1 
relames again accordingly at che Beginning of the 7th, Chapter) but they 
vere ſuch, ay were now hard re be uttered clearly enongh, becauſe they 
were dal * Fur, Sich be, 2s he goes on blaming them, when, 
fe the Time, Mt confiderable Time, chat ye-have-profeſſed — 2 
5, ze ought to be Teachers of others, ye baue nen forge of 222 
ne teach you again 'which be the 2 H t O- 

n are become ſuch as have need of Milk ani not of ſtreng Meat , Thac 
u they were yer ſuch Buber in Chriſt, c Aro opmaghany gave 
Verſe, That were hard! paſt their Catechiſm, ns we ſay, Thar, lictle 
_ which agree in ere the firſt Rudimeato of Religion; 
A n ce, a8 is ff to be hinted at in the Content, which did 
tain, amongſt — the reſpective Dofrines there reckon d up ; But 
%, that he might fully wean them from this Childich Diet, and by 
ﬀronger Nouriſhment rear them up unto Men, unte the Meaſure 
the Stature of 'the Bulneſt of Chrift ; hie doch in the Words before us, 
ke 2 viſe Maſter in the School of the Bleſſed Fefwr catch rhem by Guile 
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under the ableſt Teacher in the World; did not the Bulineſs of cn Dy: 
and the Ignorance of too many even our ſelves, determine our 
Meditation to that Fart of he Context, where mention is det 
ing on f Hands ; By wich Words whar is to be underſtood, and 
contained in them, I-ſhall endeayour to ſhew N the 
Clearbeſi I can) as n proper preliminary Subject, to the ſolemn. 
tion of that pious, Primitive laſticution of Confirmation, to be perform'd 
== — by eee in God ENR. 
e 0 $ LAOC 24+? 
Now for che berrer, and wore fall Replication of the Tes, Be pleaſed 
to take notice; That Linton Handi, or Inpoſſtiem of Handy, us 'tis 
% — Scholaſtically term d, 1s Sacred Rite, whereby ſome Holy, Perſon, 
for, or bleſſes; another, particularly point; n the Perſin þ 
l bleſs d as ene, en whom Grace or other Special 'Benefic / fe 
ders Which accardiogly we find made uſe of either in the Ol or 
New Teſtament, in the Four Silowing Inſtances, , 
1. In ſimple BenedifFjon or Bleſing. of Perſons ; "Thus, in the ON Te 
ſtament, the Patriarch Jacob ia bleſſing the Sons of Foſeph, laid his you 
upon their Heads, Gen.:48. 14,15. And in the New, our Saviour is laid 
Je take the little Children up in his Arms, to lay bis Hands upon chem 
and bleſs them, Mark 10. 16. 
2. In Deſignation ot perſons to ſome Holy function, or Ordindzion, 0 
Prieſts or Miniſters ; Thus we, read, Numb. 27. 18. under che Leyitd 
Difpeitſation, The Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Take thee Joſhua the Son of Nv% 
and lay thine Hand apοα h as a Conſequent of; which we. arg cold 
Dent. 34. 9. That, Joſhua,che Son of Nun was full of the Spirit, of Wiſdom 
fer Moſes had laid his Hands 1 Coqformable whercunto vf 1 
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Praftiſe heh under the 
2 had fafted, and prayed, and laid tier Hands upon the, bey 
ſon; ihem amel, meaning B4rnabs; and Saxd, to whomgGod had thereby 
imparted Gifts 8 for the Work whireunes be had called them, A= 1 3- 
2. which like Gift St othy in Midd of ; whity he charges him 
thus, 1 Nm. 4. 14. apt ah Gift that — — 4 was gi ven 
Prophecy, with the laying on of the Hands the remis. 
2 . Ab Rite vas made uſe of by our Bleſied:Seviour end his Apoliles, 
r Diſeaſes and alia the * So ue Hand, dank &, 3. That be 
our Saviour) could d 10 ighty Work in his own Coun ry, ſave ther 
laid his Hands wpow A few- 2 axd hu h Nay, This is one 
of thoſe very figtis promiſed to thoſe that ſhould believe in the Name of 
Chrift, Mark 16. 18: They: bal lay 
cob : Recording y- 8, yes cur'd OE, 2 Fever, AFs 
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and ſtrengthening ſuch'in'the Faith, as had been already Af ar which 


laltitot ion of theirs God'was pleaſed ſo far to gpprov 
fend Author, * That he did actually as Meaſures of the 
© Spirit, to thoſe on whom'they laid their Hands ; thereby hpoquring the 
© Governours of his Church, and engaging albvrheiMembersthereof to be 
* ſubjef to them, and to be at Peace one vith another. This appears 
from that famous Inſtance, 191 8. 14,1667 vhere, when the S4- 
triton: had been converted and baprized:by Philip rhe Beacon, they 

did not receive the Holy Ghoſt, until St. Peter: and. St. Joby had com 
* firm'd them, + from —— the Fathers generally deduce; this, Pra- 
* Qice, But that this was generally conſtituted among the Apvidles is evi- 
* dent, becauſe St. Paul meeting with ſome haptiaed Petſons at Apheſus, 
„did in like manner y hi Hends open them, and confirm 
4 19. 6. of which ke minds them, Arb . % bn alls after that 

Je believed ye were ſealed with the y if Premiſe. Aud fo we 
* may juſtly believe ho id in other Churcheaywhereupont he ſajrh to thoſe 
* of Corinth, 2 Cor, 1 U, 22. He which'confirmerh. +: ur pat gia in 
' Chriſt, and hath anointed us, is God; od th alſo ſealed un 

Now, whether by the Doctrine © 
weant all the Four Sorts juſt mentioned, or that of Confirmation. only, js 
dot IP material Ce IgE forte Commentatory wilt 1 
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Ufage of this Ceremohy tho not of expreſs Scripture Foundation 
e \beczuſ&raken in, in the Word — before ; _— 
of Ordiniation,” becauſe tis one of thoſe Myſteries of Ferſection to 
St, Paul goes on Chap, 5 nor kicher of the other tuo, upon very g 
Actoumnts: r That ation is g 
thought to bo groundts here g for which I might to you many. A 
. But becauſe I would not b 5 Me. 
arru Miner ave more Aunthentick with ſome Men than the Primitim 
Furbers, let me juſt tell yen chat moſt of the, old Reformed Divinez 
Note, ſuch as BRανννᷣllyrneng c hemnitiur, Zanchins and others. , of 
this Opimop : particolagly GC * ( who ſhall and for all) is expel i 
upon the Place, Ene umu lacns abundh teftarer hujus Ceremivie ang 
b moſtelin $ec. This one Place, ſaith n 
nde war iind by the dpofiles. cvs 
"poi thus explain'd to yon 2 che meaning of my Fe ol 
ſhewn, thiv by tho Dyfiaine of „g ou of Hands id meant Col 
tion, tho Buſineſs of this Day, 1 — diſmiſs the Word, and ak 
ro the thing it (ef, hat may be ſuitable tu the preſont Occaſiou j 8nd 
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and ſhew, according to the Practice of the Church — 
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5, THF. 2 
'hat very Place, alledg'd to the contyiity,/ our of che 'Eighth-Gha> 
— the AFs : For av. our. Right Reverend Dioceſam bath: ohlerved. 
vhere this Power is mentioned. There is no Exception of Age; Sex, 
: of Profeſſion ; bat all iadifſercncly tbar had been baprized;geceived-the 
« Holy Ghoſt by Impeſotion of Hands As it is ſaid. AZs 10. 4. When St. 
Peer preach'd at Corne 1 nHouſe, the Holy : Ghoſt fell upon all that 
« vere to be baptiz'd, 26 4 Token of their being fit for it, Verſe 48. 
« Which ififo, . wa 22 Wh V Sort 3 her t 195 44 qi ng 
el the Caſe be thus, that the dh Ghoſt fell on all indifferencly, and 
« that all could not Propheſie, all had not the Gift of Healing, or o Ton- 
gucs, nay, that all had not a Share of any out vard Gift; then certain- 
iy they, whom God ſeparated not to ang Office of the Church by ſome 
+ outward Gift, for the Conyerſion or Edificat jon of others, had only 
ſome outward ſhew paſſed upon them for the greater Evidenge. of: the 
* invard Gifts of tho Spirit of Grace, Gratia gratum ſacient . 
Thie, in (bort ben, I take to be the Sence of our Church in this at- 
ter; That the Holy Ghoſt is given us in this Ordinance, not to make vs 
able to Propheſie, to ſpeak with Tonges, or the like, But to know the 
Word, and to do the Win od * — * brett 
that I may conclude this , vhat Sc. Auſtin (aid long ago againſt 
the Denatif 1 Neque cum temporalibus ¶ ſenſebilibus miraculis per 
| Manu: Impofitionem, &c, The Spirit which , now given by-lmpolicion 
of Hands, ij not atteſted by temporal and ſenßble Miracles, na was at 
firſt, for the Commendation of our Faith while 'twas young, avd +0, 
\ darge the Beginnings of the Church: Fur who expe; now, That theſe on 
whem Hande ars laid, for rectiving the Holy Ghoſt, ſbould-preſently be- 
gin to ſpeak with Tongues : But yet, the Divine Love. id anderfiood te be 
ſecretly and inviſibly inſpired into: they Hearts, by the. Band of Peace, 
which enable: t hem to ſay, The Love of God js ſpread abrgad in our Hearts 
by the Holy Spirit that is given us, The Conſequence of which will be, 
That ve ought. not any ot us to deſpiſe. Confirmation, becqule./rignor at- 
tended with miraculoxs Gifts, which have ceaſed above 1200 Years ago; 
hnce though it imparts no Gifts to us now, yet it may be the means of 
commupicgting ſveh. Graces, as may. enable us to pertorm our Duty, and 
pracdiſe it co the obtaining of Eternal Life, yu is tar better, 

As for thoſe therefore, who would have Confirmation now wholly laid 
aſide, as not according to the Example of the Apoſtles, becauſe. jn the In- 
ancy of the Church, the-Hely Ghoft-was in ſome Caſes miraculouſly beltow- 
ed by ſuch Inpeſition of Handi, which, aught not for good Reiſoas do be 
erpected now ; + They may as well, tis thought, aſſert that the Jmpe- 
ſion of Hand for Qrdingtion, is not continuct in the Church from che 
lxample of the Apoſtles, becauſe then rhe Holy Ghoſt was lometigues ex- 
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n hu 3d. Letter to bis Clergy, 1682. on Confirmation, 
be Bapr, contre Donat if. lib. 3. cp. 16. 
+ See Falkner's Libergar Eeglefialtica Bogk Ul, Chap, 4: f. l 
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largely prove out of Aniiquity, particularly that 


Handi they may receive Holy Ghoſt. But I muſt haften to 
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ebe C aabolict Church, which referv'd Solemn Benedifions as Ads of Fe-“ 


ru given thereby; or that oer Proying and Precching is we 
a doing That; for which we have the Ayeſt lis or an Example, — 
cannot by them expect, we do not any where Had, ſt thoſd cha: 
protend:achibfly to the Spirit, ſuch wonderful Gifts, as 
conferved under the Apoſtles Doctrine, and. by their -Prayer. © But, 
* edly, if che Rite of lapeſuiom of Ham in Confirmation is to be 50. 


— 0 1 e 
n 
* 


* 8 e \ 
br \ 


') 


thus Laying on the Hands is lodg d. The Presbyterians all ſay, With tt 
Priefi: ;' We of the Ch). of unanimoaſly, With the . 
and that for this Reaſon'amorigſt others, Becuaſe rhe Dignity of t 
Offce chielly gives Authority to Shaft ( according to that Rule of the 

Ale, 2vithout ad contradifiion, 'The Leſs i: blefol of tht Greater Hub y 
Which Reaſon, as it vat back d by that early notable Example,” uf d 


ba 
Peter's nnd St. John's Milion from Jeruſalem to Sm, to r 
ehoſe whom St, Philip had baptiz'd, but could not ronfirme; niade this 
Cuſtom'{o'previil in the Church, Thar, we are told, there cannot be pro- 


Trovn 
n 
prian, + Qui in Eccles Bitptizantur, Prepoſitir Etc 
&c. ee wore Church, ar priſentta 
#0 be confirmed. Or per wſtra#t orationem ac many Bwpv6tioneh' Syi- 
ritum ſauctum conſeiua That by our Prayery und 2322 vo 
o My Third 


ever in the Primitive Church reſerved to the Bifſ 


Head, remarking this by the Way, That whether the Power of Confiy- 
mating be lodg'd with Biſbep or Prieff, we of this ChiMth tre certainly 
in the right; which our Diſſenting Brethren may not be: For, "If thole 
only can Confirm, who are called to-the Office of a BiSop, as" dhe Primi» 
tire Writers generally affirm conformable to the Practice af the CarH 
Church, we have ſuch Biſhops amongſt vs, whilſt chey coofefſedly have 
not; If Priefls may do it, our Biſlops are, by the Confeſſion of theu all, 
Lawful Priefts in the Church of God: So that the 'Caſe Randes thus bs 
twixt us, If Priefls may confirm, ve have ſuch as well they, by their own 
Conceſſion ;' If Biſhops only (as moſt bur themſelves Hold ) we have chem, 
whilſt ebey have nor. * 2 en "ow . 
But now in pleading for Confirmation by Biſhops only, 1 would mot! 

thought f as ame Aanteroufly inſinuate we of the Chareh do endeavort) 
to make it a Sarrament, nay ſet it above either of the Suey avert? infli- 
tuted by our Bleſed Saviour; becauſe we allow, a Deaton. ko officiate" 
the Lord's Supper, and a Prieft to Baptize, but only" s Biſhop Toffooth 
can confirm: No, in this we only follow the Inſtitution and'Praftice'vf 


L'Eſtrange hjs Alliance of Divine Offices, chop. 9, p. 254, _ 
T Cypr. Ep. ad Jabaiauum de Bapt. Hercticit. 2 or RT” 5, 
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eral Authority to the. Baſbops 4 2 

ation 2 Sacrament, That we 
caled Saer amenti in the Church ol Name, vn 
Orders, Extream We aud ES. 2 775 


have not any. ant ward 
okens of inward an Fac Grace th 


guſt ſuffer us to beg their Pardon, if ve fe the . 2 | 
or aint ing Op made uſe of by ihem in Coufiematieu. as an qutward vi- 
file Sign, &. ( which yet vs confeſs was avgicatly plcd in Bapts/m a 
n Confirmation too as a Ceremony aaly; } together with tbe Box on the 
uur which the Biſbop gives the confirmed Party, the Binding of the Fore» 
uad for Seven Daye after, and Abundanee other —— Tricks 
fooliſhly and ſupeyſtitiouſly broughe intg chis Rei Pe rformance 5 by 
them, till we have as expreſs. — Seript ure or Reaſon, Fer 
u ve have for Hupoſition of Hands, which they have irr@ueren; ly — 
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